Oklahoma Humanities Council (OHC) 
Serving Oklahomans for 40 years!

OHC Programs

Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma

Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma is a reading program designed to engage participants in discussion through readings in the humanities. It is uniquely able to reach small communities throughout the state and provide quality products through scholar-led discussions. The program is based on the premise that reading and discussing books fosters a sense of community as participants exchange ideas and acquire new perspectives. Each reading program has five books in the series and last an average of two months. 
Lincoln Essay Contest

The Lincoln Essay Contest engages students with basic, democratic ideals as they study one of the most important leaders in the history of our country, Abraham Lincoln.  Students of all ages are eligible to participate. 
Literature and Medicine

Literature and Medicine is a humanities reading and discussion program for health care professionals. The program was created to give participants an opportunity to reflect on their roles and relationships in the health care community and society through literature. By improving the way in which medical professionals view their role in their health care institution, Literature and Medicine indirectly improves the entire health care community, from the patient to the head of surgery. The program is open to all professionals in the hospital community and diversity in participants (nurses, custodians, staff, and doctors) will be encouraged. 
Museum on Main Street

Beginning in October 2011, six small communities in Oklahoma (Wewoka, Pryor, Purcell, Goodwell, Waynoka, and Collinsville) will borrow an exhibit created by the Smithsonian Institution titled Key Ingredients: America by Food. The quality exhibit program will provide means for capacity-building within the host organization. Assistance can be offered in docent-training, public programming, organizational improvement, exhibit-building, and research. The program centers on taking a national theme and building upon it within a local context. 

Oklahoma Chautauqua

This program offers participants an in-depth view of historical characters portrayed by qualified scholars in the first person. The question and answer period is an integral part of the program and provides quality discussion within humanities themes. The participating scholars present workshops that build on the life and times of the historical character they portray. The Chautauqua experience brings community members together for several evenings to experience the humanities in an educational and entertaining format. During the summer of 2011, Oklahoma Chautauqua will travel to three communities: Enid, Lawton and Tulsa.
Oklahoma Humanities Magazine

Oklahoma Humanities magazine functions as a news publication and serves as an official OHC program with content that reflects the organization’s strategic goals of education and community building. The content serves strategic plan objectives, including the enhancement of K-12 humanities education; discussion that facilitates community connections and each individual’s understanding of their place within the human experience; the creation of humanities content; and engagement of scholars with the public. Oklahoma Humanities magazine is printed three times a year and has a circulation of 10,000.
Poetry Out Loud

By encouraging high school students to memorize and recite great poems, Poetry Out Loud invites the dynamic aspects of slam poetry, spoken word, and theater into the English class. It has the potential to provide free curriculum and poetry anthologies to every high school teacher in the state. Any teacher has the option of entering students in the state final competition and the state finalist is sent to the national competition in Washington, D.C.  In 2010-2011, over 4,000 students participated in the program. The 2011 state finalist is Renae Perry from Stillwater High School. 
Teacher Institutes

OHC recognizes it can serve a vital need in Oklahoma by being an advocate for the teaching of the humanities in levels K-12. This is especially important as standardized testing requirements erode the ability of teachers to address these subjects. Teacher institutes have the potential of reaching many students year after year when a teacher takes his/her learning back to the classroom and utilizes the resultant lesson plan within the curriculum. Providing professional development to teachers is a sure investment in Oklahoma’s youth. During the summer of 2011, three institutes will be held: Northeastern Oklahoma A & M College, Northeastern State University, and Sam Noble Museum of Natural History.

History of OHC

In 1971, Oklahoma joined five other states in a program developed by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to help launch the first state-based humanities councils. The NEH, a federal grant-making agency established by Congress in 1965, supports research, education, and public projects in the humanities. In creating state councils across the nation, the NEH delegated some of its grant-making activities to the citizens where humanities programs take place.

The Oklahoma Humanities Task Force focused its early years on public policy issues through grant-making and projects based on the theme “Citizen Values in Community Decisions.” Symposia, seminars, and radio/television broadcasts brought scholars, public figures, and citizens together to discuss concepts such as censorship, energy conservation, women’s issues, and Native American culture. 

In the 1976 reauthorization of the National Endowment for the Humanities, Congress acknowledged the success of state councils and broadened the scope of funding beyond public policy issues to include all aspects of the humanities. This opened the door for the council to support a broad range of projects, including developing its own programs and services to serve the state. 

As the mission of the organization evolved, so too did its name: the Oklahoma Humanities Task Force in 1971, the Oklahoma Humanities Committee in 1973, the Oklahoma Foundation for the Humanities in 1983, and the Oklahoma Humanities Council in 1998. During these years, the organization expanded its reach by soliciting support from private sources and State of Oklahoma to match federal funds and by partnering with other organizations to extend resources to rural communities and smaller organizations that would otherwise never have access to programs and support. 
Program Sponsorship
When you sponsor OHC programs, you foster cultural opportunities for schools and communities across the state, and 100% of your gift goes towards program costs. Choose one program to match your organization’s goals or sponsor all OHC programming through general support for one year. 

Platinum Sponsor $20,000 +

· Seating for 2 at Oklahoma Humanities Awards

· 1/3 – page profile in Oklahoma Humanities magazine

· Logo/link to your website on OHC’s donor page

· Your representative acknowledged at related programs

· Inclusion in magazine annual report issue

· Acknowledgement in program materials/press releases*
Gold Sponsor $10,000

· 1/3 – page profile in Oklahoma Humanities magazine

· Logo/link to your website on OHC’s donor page

· Your representative acknowledged at related programs

· Inclusion in magazine annual report issue

· Acknowledgement in program materials/press releases*

Silver Sponsor $5,000

· Logo/link to your website on OHC’s donor page

· Your representative acknowledged at related programs

· Inclusion in magazine annual report issue

· Acknowledgement in program materials/press releases*

Bronze Sponsor $2,500
· Your representative acknowledged at related programs

· Inclusion in magazine annual report issue

· Acknowledgement in program materials/press releases*

*If sponsorship arrangements are made by press time

Sponsorship Contact: �Traci Jinkens, OHC Marketing & Development Director�traci@okhumanitiescouncil.org�(405)235-0280 








