MERIDIAN
BY ALICE WALKER

Meridian by Alice Walker, also a Pulitzer Prize winner for The
Color Purple, is a work that underscores the complexities of
motherhood and how racism affects it in American society.
The chief character, Meridian, is a young girl who
unexpectedly becomes pregnant. She must learn to deal with
enormous challenges in an effort to find some positive
meaning in her life. Fortunately, for Meridian, the Civil
Rights Movement is in progress. She is able to see and
recognize in herself some of the characteristics the
movement is trying to accomplish, namely, truth, justice, and
love. Morrison does not portray her character as a victim
who gives in to society’s negative images of the African
American female and mother. Certainly, Meridian has many
trials and tribulations to meet and overcome, and she
recognizes the negative stereotype society has created for her
to easily become the victim, but she avoids this role. On the
contrary, Meridian sees herself as a powerful and determined

African American female.

Morrison shows through Meridian how the picture of the
self can be created and promoted by society. She also shows
how it can be discerned for truth, justice, and love.
Ultimately, the individual must recognize the role she must
play in life, if her life is to have any positive meaning. After
looking at herself and her situation, Meridian realizes that if
a change is to come into her life, she will have to make it

herself. Her self-image, positive or negative, depends on her.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF MISS JANE PITTMAN
BY ERNEST GAINES

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman by Ernest Gaines
reflects his interest and concern for Southern traditions. The
search for self in this novel involves a working knowledge of
how setting plays a significant role in determining who we

are and who we think we are. The idea of freedom associated

with the North was very common at some point in history;
but the reality of freedom, Miss Jane learns, comes not from
geography, but from a realistic perspective of who she is
where she is at this time. Gaines employs his knowledge and
experience of the South to create a strong sense of the search
for freedom in Jane. Freedom for Jane means, among other
things, the power of self-determination. She realizes that the
battle for self-determination must begin where one happens
to be at the time. Miss Jane understands that if change is to
come, it must be on the shoulders of those strong enough or
courageous enough to carry it. She decides to act on her
convictions to bring about not only change in her
community, but also a new way for African Americans to
look at themselves. Jane’s attitude and perspective in the
novel are a work in progress. Her knowledge and
understanding of her reality grows as the story progresses. At
the appropriate time, she will find the strength and courage
to stand against the things that seek to hold her back, to
keep her from making progress, to see herself in a totally
different light.
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